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Fl orida Senate - 2006 PROPOSED COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
Bill No. SB 710
Bar code 630120

585-1916- 06

Proposed Conmittee Substitute by the Conmittee on Governnenta

Oversi ght and Productivity

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to a review under the Open
Gover nment Sunset Revi ew Act; anending s.
787.03, F.S.; revising the public-records
exenption for certain information submtted to
a sheriff or state attorney as part of a
statutory exception to the offense of
interference with custody; narrow ng the
public-records exenption to exclude the name of
t he person who effects the taking; specifying
that the infornation covered by the
public-records exenption relates to the taking
of a mnor; expanding the exenption to provide
confidentiality for information related to the
taki ng of an inconpetent person; providing for
agenci es to inspect and copy confidential and
exenpt information in the transaction of
of ficial business; providing for future
| egi sl ative review and repeal of the
public-records exenption under the Open
CGover nment Sunset Revi ew Act; del eting obsol ete
provi sions; providing a statement of public
necessity; providing a contingent effective

dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (6) and
subsection (7) of section 787.03, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

787.03 Interference with custody.--
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(6)
(c)1l. Fhenare—oftheperson—taking—the—chitdand The
current address and tel ephone nunmber of the person and the

m nor_or _inconpetent person which are ehitdt+hat—are cont ai ned

in the report nmade to a sheriff or state attorney under
par agraph (b) are confidential and exenmpt froms. 119.07(1)
and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution

2. A sheriff or state attorney may allow an agency, as

defined in s. 119.011, to inspect and copy records mde

confidential and exenpt under this paragraph in the

furtherance of that agency's duties and responsibilities. This

paragraph is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Revi ew Act

in accordance with s. 119.15 and is repealed on October 2,

2011, unless reviewed and saved fromrepeal through

reenact ment by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity to expand the public-records exenption for certain

information contained in a report to a sheriff or state

attorney made by a person who takes a minor in order to escape

donestic violence, avoid donestic violence, or preserve the

welfare of the mnor. If the alleged perpetrator of donestic

vi ol ence were able to obtain the address and tel ephone

information contained in a report to the sheriff or state
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attorney, he or she could |ocate or contact the person who

takes a minor and the minor, thus exposing themto potentia

addi ti onal harm_ Keeping the address and tel ephone nunber of

that person and the m nor confidential and exenpt protects

their safety. For the sane reasons, the Legislature finds that

it is a public necessity to expand this public-records

exenption to include the taking of an inconpetent person

within the coverage of the exenption. The underlying offense

of interference with custody applies to the taking of an

i nconpetent _person as well as to the taking of a person

younger than 18 years of age. In addition, the safety of an

i nconpet ent _person _and the person seeking shelter with an

i nconpetent person is as vital as the safety of a mnor and a

person seeking shelter with a mnor. The underlying offense of

interference with custody envisions that an i nconpetent person

is as vulnerable as a minor. Therefore, the Leqgislature finds

that the public-records exenption should apply to the address

and tel ephone nunber of the person who takes an inconpetent

person _and the inconpetent person which are contained in a

report submtted to a sheriff or state attorney as prescribed

in the interference-with-custody statute. |If persons seeking

shelter with mnors or inconpetent persons knew that their

addresses or tel ephone nunbers coul d be obtained through the

reports to the sheriff or state attorney, they would fear for

their safety and would unlikely nake the required reports,

thereby thwarting the public policy of encouraging the

resolution of allegations of interference with custody while

al so protecting individuals fromharm The public-records

exenption, therefore, principally protects the safety of

i ndividuals, but also pronptes the effective and efficient

administration of the interference-w th-custody statute.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2006,
if Senate Bill , or simlar |egislation anmendi ng section
787.03, Florida Statutes, is adopted in the sane |egislative

session, or an extension thereof, and becones | aw.
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